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University educations today are faced with great challenges as the result of large scale
changes and trends in society. The organisation and structures of knowledge in highly
developed societies are moving in new directions and as a result the university considered as
an organiser of knowledge has faced serious challenges not only with regard to its knowledge
production but also in relation to the structuring of educational programmes. As far back as in
1979 Jean-François Lyotard termed the changes undergoing the status of knowledge in highly
developed societies “the postmodern condition”.
In this article we try to conceive and clarify the changes that are taking place in university
education today from the theoretical perspective of the postmodern condition. The starting
point of the article is an example of an ongoing curriculum development at the
interdisciplinary Master of Arts programme in Learning and Innovative Change. The article is
an attempt to connect our work of developing a curriculum programme on the basis of the
specific problems and challenges we face with a theoretical framework inspired by Lyotard.
Central issues of the article are increased interdisciplinarity in university education, diversity
in student backgrounds and student identities, the impact of these changes on problem based
project work (the basic educational model of Aalborg University) etc. Hence, the overall aim
of the article is to develop our general understanding of the central problems in contemporary
university education curricula development.
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